324   GEILLPARZEE AND THE AUSTBIAN" DEAMA

although decidedly able man were scarcely ever taken seri-
iously. About this time, however, Prof. Endlicher took
up the matter. He very sensibly modified the plan by
proposing, instead of an academy, for which all the
conditions were wanting, a private society for the promo-
tion of common literary endeavors, which was to have the
support of the state. To a meeting held for this purpose
representative men from every branch of literature were
invited, and I was chosen for the department of belles-
lettres. From the intellectual stature of these leaders of
thought one could easily infer what a sorry lot the rank and
file would be. I endeavored at first to keep out all poets,
including myself, from a society such as that proposed, all
the more so as my companions in poetry, Baron Zedlitz,
Baron Munch, and perhaps also Archbishop Pyrker, occu-
pied official positions which rendered it altogether out of the
question for them to join any society which the court might
not approve of. The majority of the men present, how-
ever, did not agree with me, and I had to withdraw my
objections. A petition to the authorities was drawn up
and handed in, and there was no further talk about the
matter. Just at this time the insurrection in Galicia broke
out. The peasants murdered and pillaged, and devastated
the land, evidently with the connivance of the local au-
thorities, a circumstance for which it would be rash to
blame them, inasmuch as the state authorities had neg-
lected to take any precautions to prevent the outbreak, so
that the officials of the province found their only safety
in letting the peasants vent their fury against the landed
proprietors. A cry of horror rang throughout Europe
when the fiendish occurrences became known. Suddenly,o American thea-
